
   
 
MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING  
ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
VIA ZOOM 
March 3, 2022 
 
The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Norm Casini at 3:01 p.m. and the following 
responded to Roll Call:  
 
PRESENT:    Norm Casini, Chairman 

Michael Gero, Building Official 
Don Ramm, City Engineer 
Steve Rega, Fire Chief 
Anne Lynch, Economic Development 

 
ABSENT:  Jeff Markley, City Planner  
 
New Business: 
 

1. 7666 Treelawn Drive, Helen Yee - Proposed addition to the existing dwelling. 
 
2. 6491 Poplar Drive, Andre Calabretta – Proposed addition to the existing dwelling. 

 
Chairman Casini asked if there were any additions or corrections to the February 3, 2022. 
Minutes.   
 
A motion was made by City Engineer Ramm, seconded by Building Official Gero, to 
approve the Minutes as amended of the Architectural Board of Review meeting of 
February 3, 2022. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   Abstain: Casini 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
6491 Poplar Drive, Andre Calabretta – Homeowner Andre Calabretta and Architect Brian 
Feeley were both in attendance. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that he had a couple of questions.  He asked if the shingles on the new 
roof would match the existing? 
 
Mr. Calabretta replied yes. 
 
The Chairman asked if everything else would match as in the siding and windows and so forth? 
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Mr. Calabretta replied yes.  He stated that it would not be brick, but would be vinyl siding.   
 
Building Official Gero asked what color would the new vinyl siding be. 
 
Mr. Calabretta stated that at this point it would be lighter, so white.  He stated that it was a red 
brick ranch.  He stated that the cement color would be a khaki color.  He stated it would be 
something lighter. 
 
Building Official Gero stated it would be something to complement but not necessarily white. 
 
Mr. Calabretta stated it might be white if they couldn’t find a complementary color.   
 
He stated that going back to the roof question, they just had a roof done in the last 5 or 6 years, 
and so it should be easy enough to match. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that he noticed on the floor plan that the starting point was 4 or 6 inches 
off the corner.  He stated that was on Sheet A101. 
 
Mr. Calabretta agreed. 
 
The Chairman stated that Mr. Calabretta was going to butt into it. 
 
Mr. Calabretta stated that he and Mr. Feeley felt that it would look better to have a little bit of a 
texture. 
 
The Chairman stated that on the reveal it was much better. 
 
Mr. Feeley stated that since they were going from brick to siding, they wanted to pull that back 
just a little bit.  
 
Building Official Gero stated that would be good. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that the only other question he had was if it was face brick up to the first 
floor from grade. 
 
Mr. Calabretta stated that it would be. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he assumed the face brick would match as close as possible to 
the house. 
 
Mr. Feeley stated it would be as close as possible. 
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Building Official Gero stated that there were 2 egress windows in the back, and he was assuming 
that there would be some type of bedroom or something down below. 
 
Mr. Feeley stated that there would be no bedroom, but he wanted an egress window from the 
basement so that it would be there. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that was fine.  He stated that they need to make sure they keep the 
grading in that area swaled out so that nothing builds up and blocks those windows. 
 
Mr. Calabretta stated that their yard slopes down a little bit.  He stated that some of the City guys 
were at his property, and there was a slope. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that it was just something to pay attention to. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that he was not sure why the grade at the building dips and goes back up.  
He asked if there was area way there. 
 
Mr. Feeley stated that they slope to the back.  He stated that the site plan should show some 
topography from the County GIS. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he saw on the site plan that was provided that the grade line 
slopes off. 
 
The Chairman stated that the only other caution he would have would be with the truss.  He 
stated that he was not sure how far it was spanning, but it looked about 25 feet across the kitchen 
sink and over to the wall.  He stated that he wanted them to check the bearing point there because 
they would be dropping quite a bit of load there. 
 
Mr. Feeley agreed.  He stated that they could have some intermediate bearing if necessary.  He 
stated that they would work it out with the truss company. 
 
The Chairman stated that otherwise he had no problem with it.  It looked good. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he didn’t have any questions.  He asked the City Engineer if he 
had anything. 
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that he had no questions, assuming that the existing house system 
will be tied in. 
 
Mr. Calabretta replied absolutely. 
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Building Official Gero stated that he just wanted to bring up a comment.  He stated that on the 
site plan, the GIS photograph, it stated that the new setback would be 40 feet 4 inches from what 
he could tell.  He asked if that was the correct number. 
 
Chairman Casini asked if there were any other questions.  
 
Mr. Calabretta stated that he believed they were conforming to the rear yard setback, and that no 
variances would be required. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that the minimum rear yard requirement would be 40 feet.  He 
stated that some of the GIS images, those lines, he doesn’t know where the measurement was 
taken from.  He stated that some of the lines were not necessarily where the lot lines were. 
He stated that Mr. Calabretta might need to have a little better site plan drawn to provide them 
with the correct information. 
 
Mr. Feeley stated that they field measured to the fence in the back which was accurately located 
on the property line.   
 
Building Official Gero asked Mr. Feeley if he did field measure. 
 
Mr. Feeley stated that he did field measure, and Mr. Calabretta might need to have a survey just 
to confirm that. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that anything less than 40 feet would require an application for a 
variance, but they just wanted to make sure that they were doing everything right.   
 
Mr. Feeley stated that the shed in the backyard was on the actual property line.  He stated that it 
was regrettable that the GIS was off a little bit.   
 
Mr. Calabretta stated that he was seeing 46 feet 4 inches on the site plan.  He stated that they 
could double-check that for sure.  If they would need to get a survey, they could figure that out. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he just wanted to make sure that they would maintain a 
minimum of 40 feet.  He stated that they just want to make sure everything was correct. 
 
The Chairman stated that he sees that they went to a 12 pitch which would be awful shallow.  He 
stated that it was reaching to the point where 3/12 was the final pitch for asphalt shingles.  He 
stated that there would be a very slight slope. He stated that they wanted to do it that way to meet 
the ridge.  The Chairman stated that his only comment would be that sometimes they will put ice 
shield over the whole roof instead of just at the eaves.  He stated that Mr. Calabretta might want 
to take it into consideration. 
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Mr. Calabretta stated that was a great idea. 
 
Building Official Gero asked City Engineer Ramm if he had anything else. 
 
The City Engineer stated that he had nothing else. 
 
A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 
approve the addition, subject to the confirmation of the rear yard setback. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
Building Official Gero asked when they were going to start on the addition. 
 
Mr. Calabretta stated that ideally it would be June 1st. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that he wanted to make sure that Mr. Calabretta would have the 
building application and the construction drawings provided in an adequate amount of time to get 
reviewed and processed. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that they would go back to the first item on the agenda. 
 
7666 Treelawn Drive, Helen Yee – Architect David Harala was in attendance on behalf of the 
homeowner. 
 
Chairman Casini asked if that was a specific type of truss spanning the girder truss.   
 
Mr. Harala stated that will be furnished by the truss manufacturer.  He stated that he was 
showing an image of what he would want to be able to carry the ceiling joists and rafters from 
the existing house. 
 
Building Official Gero stated that Mr. Harala’s intent was to have a larger member than a 2’x 4’ 
on the bottom. 
 
Mr. Harala agreed. 
 
Chairman Casini stated that in Section 1, the existing rafters would be running the opposite 
direction which he would indicate to him that on the floor plan that truss seems like it would 
span 29 feet.  He asked if he was correct. 
 
Mr. Harala replied yes. 
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The Chairman stated that he would be picking up some of the roof load of the existing.  It was 
not parallel to it, he would be coming in perpendicular to it.   He stated that the detail on the first 
sheet was backwards.  He stated that they were picking up the load, and where they were 
dropping it at each end, they would have quite a bit of load.  He stated that they should make 
sure they know that. 
 
Mr. Harala stated that the section that the Board was looking at was a section beyond the truss, 
and it was an outside wall section.  He stated that there should be another drawing on the site 
plan sheet. 
 
The Chairman stated that they were picking up a lot of roof load.  He stated it was not new 
because they were spanning the opposite direction.  He stated that he wanted them to make sure 
they pick up the supports at the end of the load. 
 
Mr. Harala stated that was why they put that section on. 
 
The Chairman stated that otherwise the elevations looked good. He had no problem with it. 
 
The only other thing would be the exposed masonry, he asked if it was face brick. 
 
Mr. Harala stated that it was block that would be painted. 
 
The Chairman asked what was the existing. 
 
Mr. Harala stated that it was concrete block painted.   
 
Building Official Gero stated that Mr. Harala would be matching the existing then. 
 
Mr. Harala agreed. 
 
The Chairman stated that he had no other questions. 
 
Building Official Gero stated to the City Engineer that there was a steep slope in the back.  He 
asked if there would be any issue with the setback on that. 
 
City Engineer Ramm replied no.  He stated that there would be no impact whatsoever.  He stated 
that he just showed it there to be able to answer the question. 
 
Building Official Gero asked if the gutters and downspouts would tie into the existing system. 
 
Mr. Harala stated that was correct. 
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Building Official Gero asked City Engineer Ramm if he had anything else. 
 
City Engineer Ramm replied no. 
 
A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 
approve the addition. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
Building Official Gero stated to Mr. Harala that he could go ahead and prepare his construction 
documents and truss specifications and submit those all. 
 
A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 
adjourn the Architectural Board of review meeting of March 3, 2022. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
There being no further business, the Architectural Board of Review virtual meeting of 
March 3, 2022, was adjourned at 3:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Chairman Norm Casini 
 
 
 
____________________________________      
Debi Beal, Secretary,  
Unapproved at Time of Release 03/04/22 


